
THE 24 
COSMIC PRINCIPLES OF

SAMKHYA PHILOSOPHY 

Purusha 
( The Self )

Conscious Spiritual Entity,
Brahma-vishnu-shiva

Unconscious Material
Energy, Unmanifested
Nature,  Intangible Matter

Prakriti Consists Of
3 Gunas In Equilibrium

Prakriti 
( The Nonself )

Mahat AhamkaraBuddhi

( Initial disequilibrium, most subtle,
 most satvic, most pure )

( Faculty Of Discrimination,
Intelligence )

“The mahat is a vehicle for the  
purusha’s consciousness and a 
medium between soul and 
nature. A small portion of it be-
comes the individual buddhi of 

man”  - lord kapila

ego, the “I” maker, 
sense of seperate self, 
begining of name and 

form

Sattva TamasRajas

(Luminosity, Purity, Buyancy, 
Harmony- It Produces Pleasure/

Happiness)

“LIKE A MAGNET, PRAKRITI ATTACHES ITSELF TO PURUSHA 
AND RECEIVES ITS CONSCIOUS RAYS.” KAPILA

tamas: dullness, iner-
tia, darkness, stasis - it 

produces stupor

Rajas: Activity, Energy, 
Movement- It Produces 

Pain

SattvaTamas Rajas

GYANENENDRIYA
cognitive sciences

Shravenindriya
hearing-sound

Sparshendriya
Feeling-touch

Chakshurindriya

RasanendriyaGhranendriya 

MANAS

Uagendriya
Hastendriya

Padendriya

Payuindriya 

Upasthendriya

KARMENDRIYAS
5 active senses

Shabda Sparsha

Rupa

RasaGandha

TANMATRAS 
(5 Subtle Elements)

PANCHAMAHABHUTAS
5 elements

Vyoma
Ether

Marut
Air

Teja
Fire

Ap
Water

Ksiti
Earth


